Saint Maria Goretti (1890-1902)

Readings for the Week

July 6
Does anything match a mother’s pride in her children?
First Communions, confirmations, graduations, weddings:
how these delight a mother’s heart! Imagine, then,
Assunta Goretti, the only mother ever to attend her child’s
canonization! In poverty-stricken rural Italy, widowed
Assunta tended fields for the Serenelli family, whose
eighteen-year-old son, Alessandro, propositioned her
barely twelve-year-old Maria; then, when she resisted,
crying, “It is a sin! God forbids it!” he stabbed her
fourteen times. As she lay dying, Maria assured the
attending priest, “Yes, I forgive Alessandro! I want him to
be in Paradise with me someday.” Imprisoned,
unrepentant, Alessandro changed after dreaming that a
radiant Maria had offered him fourteen lilies. “I’ve kept
my promise,” she smiled. “You’ll be here with me
someday.” Upon release, he rushed to beg Assunta’s
forgiveness. “Jesus has forgiven you,” she replied, “my
Maria, too. How can I refuse?” Next morning, mother and
murderer walked arm in arm to church and knelt side by
side for Communion.
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Monday:

Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Ps 145:2-9;
Mt 9:18-26

Tuesday:

Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Ps 115:3-10;
Mt 9:32-38

Wednesday:

Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Ps 105:2-7;
Mt 10:1-7

Thursday:

Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16;
Mt 10:7-15

Friday:

Hos 14:2-10; Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17;
Mt 10:16-23

Saturday:

Is 6:1-8; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mt 10:24-33

Sunday:

Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10-14; Rom 8:18-23;
Mt 13:1-23 [1-9]

Saints and Special Observances
Share The Burden
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). These words of our
Savior seem to be in stark contrast to the previous chapter
from the same Gospel, when we were told that if we do
not take up our crosses, we are not worthy of Christ.
Connecting these two messages might help us on our faith
journeys. Being a follower of Christ surely means that we
must embrace the cross, in its mystery of both suffering
and triumph. This is something that we need not do alone,
for the burden is often too heavy for us to carry by
ourselves. Who, then, do we turn to? We can turn to the
Body of Christ—the community of disciples gathered for
worship. When we find the burden too heavy, let us
remember that we can share that burden with our
Christian sisters and brothers, who can help bring us rest.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Sunday:
Monday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Maria Goretti
St. Augustine Zhao Rong
and Companions
St. Benedict

Today’s Readings
First Reading — Rejoice heartily, O Jerusalem! For see,
your savior comes (Zechariah 9:9-10).
Psalm — I will praise your name for ever, my king and
my God (Psalm 145).
Second Reading — The one who raised Christ from
death will give life to your mortal bodies also
(Romans 8:9, 11-13).
Gospel — Come, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:25-30).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Fourteenth Sunday
In Ordinary Time
July 5, 2020
“Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
—Matthew 11:28

Treasures From Our Tradition
With the Reformation, some early Protestants, including the “Anabaptists,” rejected infant baptism in favor of
“believer’s baptism.” Against Orthodox and Catholic practice, which favored baptism as soon as possible for a newborn,
these movements desired that the candidate for baptism speak for him- or herself at a mature age, not through godparents
as an infant. Today, it is clear that they were rejecting a very ancient practice (even as early as the second century) of
baptizing children of all ages. Children came first in ancient baptismal ceremonies, and someone would speak for them.
Gregory of Nazianzen wanted to delay the baptism of children to three years of age, since at that age they could retain at
least some impression of the liturgy. He made an exception for the very ill, who were to be baptized ahead of the annual
Easter baptism. That means that infants and children were normally baptized together with adults, and that everyone
received confirmation and the Eucharist.
The tone of the early bishops’ writings is generous and compassionate, and seeks to build up the eucharistic assembly by
widely celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit. If a priest celebrated baptism, then the gift of the Spirit was postponed for
the bishop, but with no regard for the person’s age. So, until the fifth century, confirmation was for infants, too.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

M

any years ago, there was a very popular
Christian poster that did nothing but list names
for God from the scriptures. While it included
powerful names like “Lion of Judah” and “Wonderful
Counselor,” as a whole it was a sharp contrast to the
simple and beautiful images present in our scriptures
today. The prophet Zechariah prefigures the Christ
coming in meekly and mildly on an ass—the vision we
might have of Palm Sunday. In Romans Saint Paul
reveals to us our truer selves, calling us to embrace the
Spirit of Christ, put aside our fleshly beings, and live
more fully in Christ. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus
bypasses the learned, and God reveals things to the
childlike. We are presented with a simple, straightforward
approach to God, and to finding God.

Our Complicated Lives
We live in an age and a society that has never been more
educated or had a higher standard of living, yet never have
we carried as much debt. Many are living beyond their
means. We have so many resources and time-saving devices
at our hands, yet our lives are more complex than ever.
While many people may not engage in extreme manual labor
we rarely escape our jobs. Many are connected through
phones and constantly receive calls, texts, and emails. Others
spend hours in traffic on their daily commutes or pack on the
frequent flyer miles.
We spend hours binge-watching our favorite shows. Many
children are accustomed to being in front of a screen all the
time and no longer know how to play creatively. The

statistics for those who continue to leave the Church and all
forms of organized religion also continue to rise.
While there is no such thing as a “good old days” to return
to, there was something to be said for sleeping soundly after
putting in a good day’s work, and for a family gathering
around the table for a shared meal. For many, this model for
eucharist rarely exists. Jesus knows and feels our pains, and
calls out, “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest.”

It’s Not Rocket Science
So how do we declutter? Downsize? Devote ourselves again
to Christ and live out our gospel calling? Sign up for a
liturgical ministry, or volunteer to help with a religion
program. Join a small faith group. Volunteer at a food pantry
or Habitat for Humanity. Become involved as an individual,
or a family. Meanwhile, back at the house, make a
commitment to go through one drawer a day, and take things
to your local St. Vinnie’s or secondhand store. Remember
meal and bedtime prayers. Find a minute to read the daily
scriptures. Take many baby steps. It’s not rocket science. It
is a continual commitment to bring ourselves as we are, and
to respond to Jesus’ call to “Come.”
Today’s Readings: Zec 9:9–10; Ps 145:1–2, 8–9, 10–11, 13–
14; Rom 8:9, 11–13; Mt 11:25–30
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that
Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card
will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of
the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

Jack Carpenter,
REALTORS

Established 1920
30 Year Forest Park Resident
Real Estate Sales & Rentals
Oak Park, IL

Get it. And forget it.®

$29.95/Mo.

Dan Watts
Watts, President

W. Madison Street
708-222-2800 7348
7331 W. Roosevelt Road
www.forestparkbank.com

Cell 708-205-5762

Call Today!

708.652.1444

billed quarterly

Best Work • Best Rates

•

One Free Month

•

No Long-Term Contract

•

Price Guarantee

Since 1965

•

Easy Self Installation

Lic# 055-026066

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Rental • Sales
• Service of Construction Equipment

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

1031 N. Cicero Ave. • Chicago

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Power Rodding

Setting New Standards of Service Since 1950

(708) 366-2900

MOHR OIL CO.

Matthew & Mike Hamilton

7340 W. HARRISON ST.
FOREST PARK, IL 60130

773-252-6600

Mc Gaffer’s Saloon
J.P. Malone, Proprietor
7737 Roosevelt Rd.

708-366-9707

NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK

MICHAEL H. MOHR

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

Office 708-383-7100

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

Medical Alert System

708-660-2350
www.soundcarehearing.com

Your Community Bank Since 1943
Member
FDIC

REAL ESTATE BROKER

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Dr. Rebecca L. Anderson
610 S. Maple Ave., Suite 5300
Rush-Oak Park Medical Bldg.
FREE Valet Parking

Doctors of
Audiology

GEORGE MORRIS

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

PARISHIONER

773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure
Video Sewer & Locating Service
www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lic. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

ZIMMERMAN - HARNETT
FUNERAL HOME

Compliments
Of

7319 Madison Street, Forest Park, IL 60130

FERRARA PAN CANDY CO.

708.366.2200

The Most Complete WESTGATE FLOWER

Family Operated

Traditional and Cremation Services
www.zimmermanharnett.com

AND PLANT SHOP

Online National

Kevin Harnett, Owner & Director

Wedding Specialists
Flowers for all Occasions

841 S. Oak Park Avenue
708-386-0072

Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

westgateflowers.com

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!
112500 St Bernardine Church

www.jspaluch.com

ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

